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L there are dogs who by virtue either of training er fagi of training and

59 y 15 ¢ with & genetic £0 0P wary of Strangers, aggressiv
toward other 9Ggs and/or predatory toward other ammais-—-may pose serious thiests if inadeguately
supaivised and controlied by their guardians. in ordes for dogs 16 five harmuniously with peapie and with
other companion animals, it is critical to hold guardians responsible for the propes suparvision of thei
dogs and for any actions on their part that either create or encourage aggressive behavior. At the samea
time, aws that terget "dangerous dags” must be mindful of the rights of pet guardians and a#ord them
due process. These iaws should target only those dogs who truly pose a serious nisk to othe Snimals or
0 peopie. They should alsc take wito acmum the fact that there are sm:atw.ns in which ago &

i %#ﬁ%ﬁ i su; a%’fgead%q has masonm ear a g or‘an(” e Y

ASPCA Position .
& ieves that dog guardians should be held responsible for unjustified harm or gamage done

by thelr pets. Guardians who breed dogs known to possess strong aggressive tendencies or who train
aog; 1 be aggressive should be habie not only civilly fe e done by their dvgs, Sut 3lsc under
2l wamns that prol DIt such !:cnducl 2

18l
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hauid be narrowly dravin o define dangeraus dogs as
ther ammal without justification, n'us X ¥

sts the risk of such an e

i veterinry benaviorist of anmm

oxpauemd animal benavior expert

5 8 1 the sior of Individual dos Grcum’ﬁnces »
“S%W 3 10 13 Justify a dog’s agys is deerned
dangerous according to the crireria fisted In the paragraph above, the court should reqq-rs the armal’s
guardian to take alt of the following actions:

Evaiuation by 2 Certified Applied Animat vererinary bahaviorist and
ompletion of any Lraining or other treatment as deemed appropriate Dy that expert

* Spaying or newtaring

* Secure, humene confinament in a manner that prevents escape and unsupervised contact with the
publie, permits the dog adequate exercise and provides protection from the elemants

Direct supervision by an adult 18 years of age or older whenever the dog is on public property
leash whenever the dog public

3 manner that ents the dog from biting peopie and other znimals bt does
o iterfere with his vision or resplration

-]

nr confinement of the dog are extrame remedies and should be utitized only when

e & person or domesticated animal without justification and has caused serlous
physical injury or death or when a Gualified behavionst whe has personatly evaluated the dog determines
thal the dog poeses 3 substantial nisk of such behavior and that 1o other remedy wili make the dog
suitable to e safely with people.

Dangerous dog laws must accord pet quardians adequate apportunity to chalienge charges brought
agawnst therr pers. Guardians should have the right (o be heard, to appeal 3 danperous dog finding and to
call for a stay of the disposition pending such appesi.

ZEnforcement of dangerous s fs ultimately tie responsibility of lacai gover
mﬁi ﬁgve xugmxr responsihiity with vigor and discretion 16 pig bol§| the
ﬁerquarmm‘
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